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BOARD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I will lift up mine eyes…In 1968, in the last public speech of his earthly journey, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King

prophetically proclaimed: “we’ve got some difficult days ahead.”  Those words, spoken 53 years ago at Mason Temple

Church of God In Christ, in Memphis, has reverberated across the decades as we have faced and continue to face, some

difficult days ahead.

 

The battles we face are so fierce we think we cannot win them. The mountains are so steep we think we cannot climb

them. The rivers are so wide we feel that they are uncrossable…pits are so deep we fear we will never be able to tunnel

through them!

 

The race to vaccinate a population of 300 million-plus Americans becomes increasingly urgent as new and variant strands

of the coronavirus multiplies. The 500-years of horrific and turbulent battles to prove Black Lives Matter continue as the

soul of America stands trial in a Minneapolis courtroom for the murder of an unarmed man of African descent in the

person of our brother, George Floyd.

 

“We have some difficult days ahead.” It’s the bashing, beatings and killings of our Asian and Asian American sisters and

brothers. It’s the social disparities. It’s inequalities. It’s the inequities. It’s the resignation that no matter how hard we try

or gains we make; things will never change. And then words far beyond this time and space ring like a melody within my

soul: I will lift up mine eyes…!

 

As I lift up mine eyes, what do I see across this great UCC Metropolitan Association? I see congregations like St. Mark’s

UCC and Safe Haven (Ridgewood), Garden City Community Church and Congregational Church of South Hempstead

(Long Island), North Church and Bedford (Bronx), Evangel (Bklyn)), Lemuel Haynes, Hollis, and St. Albans (Queens),

Grace and Judson (Manhattan), and so many more of our congregations who are letting the praises go up during this

pandemic and witnessing God’s blessings rain down in the literal and virtual sanctuary settings!

 

As I lift up mine eyes, what do I see across this great UCC Metropolitan Association? I see the binding together of cords

that cannot be broken in my privilege of working with:

Board members faithfully representing the Association and their local churches;

Executive Committee members VP Rev. Dr. Gary Percesepe, Joycelynn Howell, Rev. Dr. Ruth Shaffer,

Mary Dewar and Rev. Charles Watterson;

Committee Chairs and their Committees: Rev. Carolyn C. Blair, Harold Chapman, Rev. Valerie Ross, 

Rev. Anthony McFarlane, Rev. Ron Garner, Deborah Dee Brayton, Rev. Reginald Brantley, Rev. Charles Buck, Rev. Noel

Vanek;

Professional Staff members: Interim Executive Administrator Rev. Dr. Kris Watson, Office Assistant (and more) Aja L

Harris, Registrar Claudette Joy Spence, and our Chaplains- Rev. Erv Graves and Rev. Dr. Anesta Vannoy.

 

As I lift up mine eyes, what do I see across this great UCC Metropolitan Association? I see an Association doing all the

good we can to come together and bring about enlightening, thrilling, life changing, life affirming experiences for the

people of God:

1. Our 2020 Fall Meeting - The Rise of the Multi Church with Paul Nixon and Reimagining Our Male Fellowship

with Rev. Charles Watterson;

2. Our Social Justice Committee’s MLK offering Dismantling the Racial Contract with author Charles Mills, National

UCC leader Rev. Dr. Velda Love and our own Rev. Dr. Percesepe; and the outstanding Women’s History Month

event--When Sisters Gather: Women Sharing Gifts of Resilience, Faith and Hope with Dr. Shana Mashego, Rev.

Dr. Velda Love and Rev. Ebony Grisom;

3. African American History social media presentations from leaders throughout our Association and Conference;

4.  Healed & Made Whole Lenten season Bible Reading Contest

 

Don’t miss the 2021 Spring Meeting as the Rev. Jacqui Lewis comes in power and passion that will encourage us, in the

words of my mama Mother Dovetta Wilson, to keep on keepin’ on.

Register early!

 

As I lift up mine eyes, what do I see? In the midst of winter, the crocus reminds me that Spring is near; that a terrifying

virus is beginning to meet its match with shots of vaccines; and in the concrete hardness of a society rotten with racism

and so many other isms, a sprig of green, of life bursts through. I will lift up mine eyes…for beyond Golgotha’s hill, I see

an empty tomb. Spring is here. He is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

- Rev. Dr. Ruby M. Wilson
Submitted in Memory of Rev Robert Gunn

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR
OUR SPRING MEETING?
WE WILL HAVE THE DYNAMIC
AND INSPIRING REV. DR.
JACQUI LEWIS AS OUR
FEATURED PREACHER!

 

O�cial Call to Meeting:
tiny.cc/metroctm

REGISTRATION OPEN NOW

CREATIVITY, COMPASSION, COMMITMENT, AND COMMUNICATION.

THE VISION OF THE METRO ASSOCIATION OVER THE NEXT THREE YEARS WILL BE TO ENHANCE THE

ROLE OF THE ASSOCIATION IN OFFERING RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS,

MUTUAL LEARNING AND SPIRIT-FILLED FELLOWSHIP THAT WILL INCLUSIVELY REFLECT THE RICH

DIVERSITY OF THE MEMBERS, CHURCHES AND MINISTERS IN THE METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION
 

The Metropolitan Association NY Conference UCC proudly
announces the 2021 Bible Reading Contest

Healed & Made Whole
~Winners!~

 

1st
Alfred E. Guy Jr.

United Methodist Church of Babylon
 

2nd
C. Jae Johnson

Safe Haven UCC
 

3rd
Dovetta Blair

Congregational Church of North New York UCC

Viewers Choice Winner: 
Yolanda Johnson

First Congregational Church of Rockaway UCC
 

Many Thanks to ALL of our Dynamic Participants
& Supportive Audience Members!

 

Testimonial from our

Viewers Choice Winner of the

Bible Reading Contest

 

I just wanted to let you know

that I truly enjoyed being in the

contest! I was always quite shy

growing up and always wanted

to do public speaking (actually I

wanted to sing and dance in

public) but I was not so

courageous. I do now have the

courage to sing karaoke but I

have never done this type of

event. I am so grateful to you all

that I had the chance to

participate, and as icing on the

cake, make it to "�nalist"!!!!!

I love reading and I especially

love reading out loud. I love

reading scripture and will

continue to do so, and do so

with pride. Thank you for

providing an environment that

makes it possible for people to

strive to reach their full

potential. Thank you for

providing an environment that

engages more people in

scripture. I will always remember

this event - how it brought

people together and how we

were able to deliver a message

that will help someone, including

ourselves.

I hope you all have a great

Easter while we praise our savior

who made it possible for our

sins to be forgiven -- because

Jesus is like that, and that's the

way he is!!!!!!
 

Sincerely,

Yolanda

First Congregational Church of

Rockaway Beach

What is the Association Doing?
This is a question we hear as we continue to reimagine and pivot into the pandemic/post pandemic reality.
 

The Association Board is working diligently on the following projects:
 

Engaging the stakeholders of the Association in a listening tour to formulate ideas and suggestions

about how best to serve the churches and ministers.

Forming a task team to look at going 100% virtual in 2021.

Crafting a vision for the future of the Association based on our new and next world.

Hosting the �nals of an Association wide Bible Reading contest as a relationship building and

fundraising opportunity in Lent.

Preparing for the Spring Meeting of the Association which will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2021.

9am-12pm. REGISTER NOW! tiny.cc/metrospringmeeting

Over the last six months, the Association has endeavored to o�er
enhanced communication, innovative programing for churches and
ministers, linkages to the Conference and the National Church,
partnering with our stakeholders to imagine how we can move
forward together in partnership for the building of the Body of Christ.
 
Please encourage your church to send in their annual dues so that
we can continue o�ering programs to inspire, strengthen your faith,
our ministers, and your ministries!
 
Our secure, online payment portal accepts check, debit or credit card.
Go to metrouccnyc.org and click the 'donate' button. 
 
Annual dues is $12 per member. If your church needs an updated
statement or to make payment arrangements, please notify the O�ce
Assistant right away at metronyo�ce@metrouccnyc.org.

METRO LGBTQ ALLIANCE!

FIND OUT ABOUT OUR
NEWLY FORMED

METRO LGBTQ ALLIANCE!
 

WE ARE PREPARING FOR
A KICKOFF FOR

PRIDE MONTH IN JUNE.
 

Contact our
Interim Executive Administrator

or Rev. Charles Watterson

Spread the News!

PLEASE VISIT AND LIKE OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE FOR INFORMATION

ABOUT HAPPENINGS IN THE
METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION!

 
Spread the news of all that Metro

Association is o�ering to its
members, churches, and ministers!

Need Pulpit Supply?

Does your church need pulpit
supply?  We have a diversity of

ministers willing and able to
help. Please reach out to

eadmin@metrouccnyc.org or call
Rev. Kris Watson on her cell at

646-523-1936.

Registrar's Corner

THANK YOU to all Clergy and MIDs that completed the Annual Information Review form. If you still need to
complete it or make any updates, please contact the Metro NY UCC Registrar as soon as possible
registrar@metrouccnyc.org  718-898-0001 ext. 202.

Greetings,
 
I'm highlighting items in the New York Conference UCC e-newsletter. If you are not on the Conference's
mailing list I encourage you to do so to receive important information for you and your ministry.
 
With a sense of immediacy there are two things I bring to your attention:

The New York Conference
Boundary Awareness Training Goes Virtual

Registration Open Now
http://www.uccny.org/bat/

ATTENTION ALL AUTHORIZED MINISTERS:
The NY Boundary Awareness Training Goes Virtual

 
Beginning April 2021, all Members in Discernment
(MID) and authorized ministers can satisfy their
Boundary Awareness Training (BAT) requirement
from the comfort of your own living room.  We are
taking our program virtual!  Any authorized
minister who needs BAT will soon be able to
register for an online training session through the
conference website.  Below is the schedule of BAT
sessions that will be o�ered via Zoom through
2021.  Every attempt has been made to o�er
online BAT sessions at varying times and days in
an e�ort to accommodate as many as possible.
Some associations may still o�er a few in-person
BAT sessions.  Please contact your association
Registrar for information on in-person training.  
Read more...        

“Leadership Theories for a
Pandemic-Changing Church”

Registration ends Monday for Marsha Williams’ 6-
hour course
 
 

Leadership Theories for a
Pandemic-Changing Church 

 
Continuing Education for Ministers and Lay Leaders
 
Taught by Rev. Marsha Williams, Ph.D.
 
Thursday evenings, April 15, 22, & 29, 2021
6:30 – 8:30 PM,
Via Zoom
 
Cost:
$50 for Participants from the NY Conference
$70 for Participants from other denominations and
UCC conferences
 
Scholarships are available! 
If a scholarship would help, contact Marjorie
Purnine at mpurnine@uccny.org 
for the discount code before registering. 
 
 This is a terri�c course for moderators and
members of church councils (if a congregation
wants to bring a team, contact Marjorie for a team
discount). 
 
For more information and to register, go
to https://arena.nyucc.org/default.aspx?
portal=4&page=3347 
 
While you’re on the events page, check out for our
spring learning event “Speaking of God in the
Depths of Su�ering,” taught by Mark Lawson, on
May 15, and Wayne Gustafson’s “Working with
Spiritual Struggles,” on May 22.

LOOKING FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT WITH METRO CHURCHES?

Community Church of
the Pelhams

We o�er a Bible Study, a
meditation hour, a prayer
time, and a discussion of Art
and Prayer on
Thursday evenings on a
rotating basis, from 7 - 8pm,
all on Zoom.
 
Each Thursday evening
program has its own
separate link. 
 
You can contact Pastor Noel
Vanek for the Thursday night
link 
at pastorccop@gmail.com

Scarsdale
Congregational Church

Need a service anytime of
day or night:
 
View sermons by Rev. Dr.
Kelly Hough Rogers at o our
YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/ch
annel/UC2KOfd2IO3y2uDLHc
ymU1Zw 

Corona Congregational
Church

Sunday worship at 10:30a.m.
and Thursday afternoon
Bible Study at 1:00 p.m.  
 
The Zoom links for both can
be found on our website:
Coronaucc.org. 
We also have a Prayer
Request tab on the website
for anyone wanting prayer.

God's Embrace Village - Talk
Tuesdays

Life Abundant:
Rest for the Weary Soul

 

A Virtual Wellness Retreat for Clergy and MIDs
in the New York Conference, United Church of Christ

 

April 18-20
 

"I came that they may have life and have it more abundantly"
John 10:10b

"I will satisfy the weary and those who are faith I will replenish"
Jeremiah 31:25

 

This retreat is for active and retired clergy as well as MIDs is o�ered
at no cost by the Pension Boards and the New York Conference. 

 

The topics that will be included:
Spiritual Wellness

Mental Health and Wholeness
Financial Wellness

Work/Life/Family Balance

The retreat will take place in the following blocks of time over the
three days:

April 18,
7-9pm (EST) Welcome, Opening Worship, Community Building
April 19,
10-12noon. Spiritual Wellness
2-4pm. Mental Health and Wholeness
7-9pm Evening Meditation followed by some play time
April 20,
10-12noon. Financial Wellness*
2-4pm. Work/Life/Family Balance
Closing Communion

Presenters will be available to meet with attendees individually to respond to
speci�c questions. Also, a chaplain will be present for pastoral care and prayer.
*This will include topic-speci�c breakout rooms for retirees, soon to retire,
planning to retire, and MIDs.

Register NOW at: http://bit.ly/NYWellness2021 

Metro Spiritual Life and
Practice Committee offers the
CLERGY CLINIC
 

The purpose of the Clergy Clinic is to keep clergy
connected to the Association, assist clergy with
navigating the challenges of ministry and enhance
growth.
 

The SLPC Support for Pastors, Clergy and Lay,
partners with the Committee on Ministry to
provide essential avenues of communication and
prayer.
 

The team: Rev. Erv Graves, Rev. Carolyn C.
Blair, Rev. Dr. Floyd R. Blair, are available to
ensure that your needs are met.
We are asking that all pastors and clergy update
their information for the directory as requested by
the Metro Office.
 

*Confidential conversations for those who require
prayer, supportive ears, resources, and tools for
church stress, family stress, and personal stress.
(Referrals available for additional support).
 

Individual conferences fulfill Metro Association
clergy continuing education requirements
(Referrals are available for additional support).
Contact us @
METROCLERGY@GMAIL.COM
 

CHAPLAINS
Rev. Dr. Anesta Vannoy
Phone: 845-520-0115
disasterchap@metrouccnyc.org
 

Rev. Erv Graves
Cell: 914-420-9212
metrochap@metrouccnyc.org

FOR CAREGIVERS!

"LEAD ME LORD" CAREGIVERS Phone
Support Group

 

Teach me to do your will for you are my
God;

May your good Spirit lead me on level
ground. -Psalm 143:10

 

If you are a family caregiver, you need
support and resources to maintain the
strength needed to be a good caregiver.
 

The Agape (Counseling) Ministry of St.
Albans Congregational Church UCC invites
you to join the "LEAD ME LORD"
CAREGIVERS Phone Support Group every
First Sunday at 7:00PM

From the Practical Resource Center:
Guest Article

Re-entering Church After Covid 
 

It appears that soon, our dreams of being

together again in church will come

true. One of these months we will be able

to worship in person! Rather than “starting

again right where we left o�,” though, it will

be important to take into account that this

challenging year has changed us all. My

colleague Heidi Unruh and I have written a

new book Real Connections: Ministries to

Strengthen Church and Community

Relationships (available from Judson Press

in June) that details how to make your

church more richly relational, especially

important at a time like this.
 

Some things to keep in mind as we “re-

enter” in-person church together:  
 

Acknowledge the losses:

The New York Times recently reported that

one in three Americans has lost someone to

Covid.  At church, create time and space for

people to talk about who they lost during

this time—telling stories, sharing photos,

talking together to process grief. Other

griefs people experienced could include

losing a job, changed or cancelled

celebrations, being unable to spend time

with an elderly relative. The list of who and

what was lost is long.  
 

Acknowledge what we have learned and the

ways we have been blessed

Also, make room for people to talk about

God’s faithfulness and provision during this

time as well. What have we learned and

gained during this time apart? What are we

grateful for? In what ways did God see us

through?
 

Create new listening and relational

activities to help people re-enter

Dialogue groups that meet over a period of

time, perhaps with a facilitator

Places where people can place visuals

representing losses and gratitude.-

comments, photo, artwork.

New times to converse and connect, either

before or after worship. Provide questions

for people to use to help the conversation

along as needed.
 

Being good listeners and acknowledging

what church members have experienced

this past year will help make church a

welcoming and nurturing place as people

return after the pandemic.
 

Joy Skjegstad is a consultant, author and trainer

and can be reached

at joynonpro�t@juno.com. She consults with

churches on vision, strategic planning,

community ministry planning and making

ministry more relational.  
 

Armenian Evangelical Church is having a Bible study focused on the book of Philemon this
Tuesday. Thursday's they o�er a Zumba class for just $5.00. 
Questions? (212) 685-3177  or  (212) 889-8338 info@aecnyc.org

ADDRESSING FOOD INSECURITY:
HOLLIS AVENUE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH HAS A VIBRANT FOOD
PANTRY MINISTRY:
 
The church and pantry are located at 211-04 Hollis Ave. in Queens
Village. People ages 60 and older can attend the food pantry
distribution every Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. All other residents
can attend from 9 to 11 am. Contact 718-468-1498 to �nd out more
information.

Grace Congregational Church of Harlem has
Morning Meditation every morning at 9am Monday through Friday.
Zoom log in information: Meeting ID: 698941728 Passcode: 309616

Are you a lay minister or seminarian interested in preaching? Emmanuel UCC in Woodhaven,
NY is interested in you. Please contact Interim Executive Administrator, Rev. Kris Watson, at
646-523-1936 for further information.

Metropolitan Association NY UCC Chaplains

From Rev. Dr. Anesta Vannoy
Disaster Response Chaplain
Metro Association, NY UCC

Phone: 845-520-0115
disasterchap@metrouccnyc.org

HOW TO STAY SAFE WHEN A FLOOD THREATENS

Prepare NOW

Make a plan for your household, including your pets, so that you and your

family know what to do, where to go, and what you will need to protect

yourselves from flooding and COVID-19.

Build a “Go Kit” of the supplies you will need if you have to quickly evacuate

your home.

Know the types of flood risk in your area.

If flash flooding is a risk in your location monitor potential signs, such as

heavy rain.

Learn and practice evacuation routes, shelter plans, and flash flood

response.

If you live in a storm surge flooding zone or a mandatory hurricane

evacuation zone, make plans to stay with family and friends. Evacuate

to shelters only if you are unable to stay with family and friends. Check

with local authorities to determine which public shelters are open.

Review your previous evacuation plan and consider alternative options

to maintain social and physical distancing to prevent the spread of

COVID-19.

Don’t forget to include your pet in your emergency plan. Remember

that some evacuation shelters do not accept pets.

Gather supplies, including non-perishable foods, cleaning supplies, and

water for several days, in case you must leave immediately or if services are

cut off in your area. The CDC recommends having at least 3 days’ worth of

supplies on hand, including one gallon of water per day for each person and

pet. If you are able, set aside items like soap, hand sanitizer that contains at

least 60 percent alcohol, disinfecting wipes, and general household cleaning

supplies that you can use to disinfect surfaces you touch regularly. After a

flood, you may not have access to these supplies for days or even weeks.

Keep in mind each person’s specific needs, including medication. Don’t

forget the needs of pets. Include extra batteries and charging devices for

phones and other critical equipment.

Being prepared allows you to avoid unnecessary excursions and to

address minor medical issues at home, alleviating the burden on

urgent care centers and hospitals.

Not everyone can afford to respond by stocking up on necessities. If

you can, make essential purchases and slowly build up supplies in

advance so that you can leave longer time periods between shopping

trips. This helps to protect those who are unable to procure essentials

in advance of a disaster, like a flood or pandemic, and must shop more

frequently. In addition, consider avoiding WIC-approved products so

that those who rely on these products can access them.

From Rev. Ervin R. Graves
Chaplain

Metropolitan Association, NY, UCC
914-420-9212 Cell

As the COVID 19 pandemic heightens many of us are experiencing the unexpected effect of the crisis, namely,

pandemic fatigue. Defined, it is the mental and emotional exhaustion stemming from the stress and challenges of

COVID 19. As time goes on more and more of our parishioners are feeling that strain increasing the need for our

intervention of providing care and comforting. 

Even as we attempt to care and console our flock, we too have our own emotional roller coaster ride of dealing

with our own personal issues. As pastors, our mandate is to provide for the care of others, grow in faith, and

journey with them through life’s crisis. Often, our people will not reach out for themselves which increases the

difficulty of what we have committed to do as pastors. This wedge that has been driven between many families

and friends is real, creating fomenting anger, pain and suffering. One such unique effort in caring is Stephen

Ministry, a lay caring ministry being used here and abroad that empowers lay people to provide one-to-one

Christ-centered care to people experiencing grief, divorce, serious illness, hospitalization, and other life

difficulties. For more information call (314) 428-2600 or stephenministries.org.

If you need to reach me regarding any personal concerns or issues you have please call my cell at 914-420-

9212. Be assured that our conversations are personal and sacred. Hope you are having a safe and blessed year.

Sharing the blessing,

Rev. Ervin R. Graves, Metropolitan Association Chaplain, NY, UCC 914-420-9212 Cell

 

FEMA COVID-19 Funeral Assistance Program
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) sent this bulletin at 03/25/2021 12:15 PM EDT

 

DHS Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships

On March 24, FEMA released the interim policy guidance on the COVID-19 Funeral Assistance

program. It will be a reimbursement program for eligible funeral expenses for deaths related to

COVID-19 that occurred after January 20, 2020.

Please see the press release for more information about the newly released policy: FEMA to Help

Pay Funeral Costs for COVID-19-Related Deaths.

The program is not yet active, but is anticipated to begin in early April. This bulletin is simply a notice

to provide awareness of the impending launch, allowing individuals an opportunity to begin to gather

documentation and case workers time to gain familiarity. If your organization provides funeral

assistance please take a look at how your program may interact with the FEMA's COVID-19 Funeral

Assistance program to avoid duplication of benefits. For those accustomed to conventional natural

disaster responses please note that FEMA intends to establish a dedicated toll-free phone number for

COVID-19 Funeral Assistance, separate from DisasterAssistance.gov.

For those looking for more specific details about the program please go to the COVID-19 Funeral

Assistance website.
 

 

 

DHS Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships

Have a comment, question or looking for information? E-mail us at Partnerships@fema.dhs.gov
 

www.generalsynod.org
July 11-18, 2021
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